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THE COVENANT OF CHRISTIAN CONDUCT

A. The Christian Life
33. The church joyfully proclaims the good news that we
may be delivered from all sin to a new life in Christ. By the
grace of God we Christians are “to put off the old self”—the
old patterns of conduct as well as the old carnal mind—and
are to “put on the new self ”—a new and holy way of life as
well as the mind of Christ.
(Ephesians 4:17-24)

33.1. The Church of the Nazarene purposes to relate timeless biblical principles to contemporary society in such a
way that the doctrines and covenants of the church may be
known and understood in many lands and within a variety
of cultures. We hold that the Ten Commandments, as reaffirmed in the New Testament, constitute the basic Christian
ethic and ought to be obeyed in all particulars.
33.2. It is further recognized that there is validity in the
concept of the collective Christian conscience as illuminated
and guided by the Holy Spirit. The Church of the Nazarene,
as an international expression of the Body of Christ, acknowledges its responsibility to seek ways to particularize
the Christian life so as to lead to a holiness ethic. The historic ethical standards of the church are expressed in part in
the following items. They should be followed carefully and
conscientiously as guides and helps to holy living. Those
who violate the conscience of the church do so at their own
peril and to the hurt of the witness of the church. Culturally
conditioned adaptations shall be referred to and approved
by the Board of General Superintendents.
33.3. The Church of the Nazarene believes this new and
holy way of life involves practices to be avoided and redemptive acts of love to be accomplished for the souls, minds, and
bodies of our neighbors. One redemptive arena of love involves the special relationship Jesus had, and commanded
His disciples to have, with the poor of this world; that His
Church ought, first, to keep itself simple and free from an
emphasis on wealth and extravagance and, second, to give
itself to the care, feeding, clothing, and shelter of the poor
and marginalized. Throughout the Bible and in the life and
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example of Jesus, God identifies with and assists the poor,
the oppressed, and those in society who cannot speak for
themselves. In the same way, we, too, are called to identify
with and to enter into solidarity with the poor. We hold that
compassionate ministry to the poor includes acts of charity
as well as a struggle to provide opportunity, equality, and
justice for the poor. We further believe the Christian’s responsibility to the poor is an essential aspect of the life of
every believer who seeks a faith that works through love.
We believe Christian holiness to be inseparable from ministry to the poor in that it drives the Christian beyond their
own individual perfection and toward the creation of a more
just and equitable society and world. Holiness, far from distancing believers from the desperate economic needs of people in this world, motivates us to place our means in the service of alleviating such need and to adjust our wants in
accordance with the needs of others.
(Exodus 23:11; Deuteronomy 15:7; Psalms 41:1; 82:3; Proverbs 19:17;
21:13; 22:9; Jeremiah 22:16; Matthew 19:21; Luke 12:33; Acts 20:35; 2
Corinthians 9:6; Galatians 2:10)

33.4. In listing practices to be avoided we recognize that
no catalog, however inclusive, can hope to encompass all
forms of evil throughout the world. Therefore it is imperative that our people earnestly seek the aid of the Spirit in
cultivating a sensitivity to evil that transcends the mere letter of the law; remembering the admonition: “Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every kind of evil.”
(1 Thessalonians 5:21-22)

33.5. Our leaders and pastors are expected to give strong
emphasis in our periodicals and from our pulpits to such
fundamental biblical truths as will develop the faculty of
discrimination between the evil and the good.
33.6. Education is of the utmost importance for the social
and spiritual well-being of society. Public schools have a
mandate to educate all. They are limited, however, as to
their scope and, in fact, are prohibited by court rulings from
teaching the basic tenets of Christianity. Nazarene educational organizations and institutions, such as Sunday
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Schools, schools (birth through secondary), child care centers, adult care centers, colleges, and seminaries, are expected to teach children, youth, and adults biblical principles
and ethical standards in such a way that our doctrines may
be known. This practice may be instead of or in addition to
public schools, which often teach secular humanism and fall
short of teaching principles of holy living. The education
from public sources should be complemented by holiness
teaching in the home. Christians should also be encouraged
to work in and with public institutions to witness to and influence these institutions for God’s kingdom.
(Matthew 5:13-14)

34. We hold specifically that the following practices
should be avoided:
34.1. Entertainments that are subversive of the
Christian ethic. Our people, both as Christian individuals
and in Christian family units, should govern themselves by
three principles. One is the Christian stewardship of leisure
time. A second principle is the recognition of the Christian
obligation to apply the highest moral standards of Christian
living. Because we are living in a day of great moral confusion in which we face the potential encroachment of the
evils of the day into the sacred precincts of our homes
through various avenues such as current literature, radio,
television, personal computers, and the Internet, it is essential that the most rigid safeguards be observed to keep our
homes from becoming secularized and worldly. However, we
hold that entertainment that endorses and encourages holy
living and affirms scriptural values should be affirmed and
encouraged. We especially encourage our young people to
use their gifts in media and the arts to influence positively
this pervasive part of culture. The third principle is the obligation to witness against whatever trivializes or blasphemes
God, as well as such social evils as violence, sensuality,
pornography, profanity, and the occult, as portrayed by and
through the commercial entertainment industry in its many
forms and to endeavor to bring about the demise of enterprises known to be the purveyors of this kind of entertain-
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ment. This would include the avoidance of all types of entertainment ventures and media productions that produce, promote, or feature the violent, the sensual, the pornographic,
the profane, or the occultic, or which feature or glamorize
the world’s philosophy of secularism, sensualism, and materialism and undermine God’s standard of holiness of heart
and life.
This necessitates the teaching and preaching of these
moral standards of Christian living, and that our people be
taught to use prayerful discernment in continually choosing
the “high road” of holy living. We therefore call upon our
leaders and pastors to give strong emphasis in our periodicals and from our pulpits to such fundamental truths as will
develop the principle of discrimination between the evil and
good to be found in these media.
We suggest that the standard given to John Wesley by his
mother, namely, “whatever weakens your reason, impairs
the tenderness of your conscience, obscures your sense of
God, or takes off the relish of spiritual things, whatever increases the authority of your body over mind, that thing for
you is sin,” form the basis for this teaching of discrimination. (33.2-33.4, 903.12-3.14)
(Romans 14:7-13; 1 Corinthians 10:31-33; Ephesians 5:1-18; Philippians
4:8-9; 1 Peter 1:13-17; 2 Peter 1:3-11)

34.2. Lotteries and other forms of gambling, whether legal
or illegal. The church holds that the final result of these
practices is detrimental both to the individual and society.
(Matthew 6:24-34; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; 1 Timothy 6:6-11; Hebrews
13:5-6; 1 John 2:15-17)

34.3. Membership in oath-bound secret orders or societies
including but not limited to those such as Freemasonry. The
quasi-religious nature of such organizations dilutes the
Christian’s commitment, and their secrecy contravenes the
Christian’s open witness. This issue will be considered in
conjunction with paragraph 112.1 regarding church membership.
(1 Corinthians 1:26-31; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; Ephesians 5:11-16;
James 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17)
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34.4. All forms of dancing that detract from spiritual
growth and break down proper moral inhibitions and reserve.
(Matthew 22:36-39; Romans 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 10:31-33; Philippians
1:9-11; Colossians 3:1-17)

34.5. The use of intoxicating liquors as a beverage, or trafficking therein; giving influence to, or voting for, the licensing of places for the sale of the same; using illicit drugs or
trafficking therein; using of tobacco in any of its forms, or
trafficking therein.
In light of the Holy Scriptures and human experience concerning the ruinous consequences of the use of alcohol as a
beverage, and in light of the findings of medical science regarding the detrimental effect of both alcohol and tobacco to
the body and mind, as a community of faith committed to
the pursuit of a holy life, our position and practice is abstinence rather than moderation. Holy Scripture teaches that
our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. With loving regard
for ourselves and others, we call our people to total abstinence from all intoxicants.
Furthermore, our Christian social responsibility calls us
to use any legitimate and legal means to minimize the availability of both beverage alcohol and tobacco to others. The
widespread incidence of alcohol abuse in our world demands
that we embody a position that stands as a witness to others. (903.12-3.14)
(Proverbs 20:1; 23:29-24:2; Hosea 4:10-11; Habakkuk 2:5; Romans 13:8;
14:15-21; 15:1-2; 1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:9-12, 19-20; 10:31-33; Galatians 5:13-14, 21; Ephesians 5:18)

(Only unfermented wine should be used in the sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper.) (413.11, 427.7, 428.2, 429.1, 802)
34.6. The unprescribed use of hallucinogenics, stimulants,
and depressants, and the misuse and abuse of regularly prescribed medicines. Only on competent medical advice and
under medical supervision should such drugs be used.
(Matthew 22:37-39; 27:34; Romans 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 9:2427)
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has established the Church of the Nazarene Foundation to
enhance Christian stewardship through planned and deferred giving. Civil laws often do not provide for the distribution of an estate in such a way as to glorify God. Each
Christian should give attention to the preparation of a last
will and testament in a careful and legal manner, and the
Church of the Nazarene through its various ministries of
missions, evangelism, education, and benevolences—local,
district, educational, and general—is recommended for consideration.
38.5. Apportionments. The government of the Church of
the Nazarene is representative. Each local congregation
supports the overall mission of the church as defined by the
General Assembly and implemented through the leadership
of the Board of General Superintendents in world evangelism, education, ministerial support, and district ministries.
The Board of General Superintendents, with the General
Board, is authorized and empowered to apportion the World
Evangelism Fund to the several assembly districts. (317.12)
Subject to Manual paragraph 337.1, national boards
and/or regional advisory councils are authorized and empowered to establish ministerial retirement savings plans
on their region. Reporting of such plans shall be as provided
in Manual paragraph 337.2. The provisions of paragraph
38.5 shall not apply to the Board of Pensions and Benefits
USA.
National boards and/or regional advisory councils are also
authorized and empowered to establish support for the higher education institutions on their region. (344, 345.3)
Each district is authorized and empowered to establish
district ministry apportionments through the District Assembly Finance Committee. (235.1)

F. Church Officers
39. We direct our local churches to elect as church officers
active members of the local church who profess the experience of entire sanctification and whose lives bear public witness to the grace of God that calls us to a holy life; who are
in harmony with the doctrines, polity, and practices of the

